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Please amend claims 1 and 12 as follows: 

1. (Amended) In a messaging system used for exchanging infoiTnation, the system 
utilizing standard Internet protocol, a method for extending the protocol to allow for the ability to 
customize messaging operations performed on an electronic message without deviating from the 
protocol specification, the method comprising Hie steps oF: 

storing a standard command, wherein the standard command is based on a 
standard Internet protocol; 

storing a iL<;er-created command, wherein the user-defined command is based on 
extensions oT the standard Internet protocol, and wherein the standard command and the 
user-created command are used for manipulating the message; 
[constructing a chain oT commands; and 
executing the chain of commands to manipulate the message] 
assigninu a user-defined priority to the uscr-crc at cd command relative to an 
assLGticd priority of the sta ndard command; and 

executin g at least one of the standard command and the uscr-crcatcd com mand in 
order oi priority, 
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12. (Amended) A computer progiam product for implcmcntiiie a method for extending 
standard Internet protocol to allow for the ability to customize messaging operations performed 
on an electronic iucssagc without deviating from the protocol specification, the computer 
program product comprising: 

a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions for 
executing the acts of: 

storing a standard command, wherein the standard command is based on a 
Standard Internet protocol; 

storing a user-created command, wherein the user-dellned command is 
based on extensions of the standard Internet protocol, and wherein the standard 
command and the user-created command are used for manipulating the message; 
[constructing a chain of commands; and 
executing the chain of commands to manipulate the message] 
assigning a user-defined priority to the user-created command relative to an 
assigned priority of the standard command: and 

executing at least one of the standard command and th e user-crqated 
command in order of or iorit y. 

Please add new claims 33-42 as follows: 

33. (New) A method as recited in claim 1 , fuither including an act of identifying the 
at least one of the standard command and the user-created command that is lo be executed based 
upon a determination of whether the user-created command is registered in an event-binding 
dalabaji;e< 

34. (New) A method as recited in claim 33, further including an act of registering the 
user-created command into an event-binding database, and prior to executing the user-created 
command an act of determining that the user-created command is registered in the event-binding 
database. 
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35. (New) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the standard priority of the 
standard command is a nciUral priority, 

36* (New) A method as recited in claim 35, wherein the assigned priority of the user- 
created command is a priority otJier tlian a neutral priority. 

37. (New) A method as recited in claim 36, further including an act of sorting at least 
the user created command and the standard command in a database based upon their priority 
prior to cxccutine the at least one of ihc standard command and the user-created command, 

38. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 12, wherein the method 
further includes an act of identifying the at least one of the standard command and tlie user- 
created command that is to be executed based upon a determination of whether the user-created 
command is registered in an event-binding database. 

39. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 38, wherein the method 
further includes an act of registering the user-created command into an event-binding database, 
and prior to cxeciiting the user-created command an act of determining that the user-created 
command is registered in the event-binding database, 

40. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 12, wherein the standard 
priority of the standard command is a neutral priority. 

41. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 40, wherein the assigned 
priority of the user-created command is a priority other than a neutral priority. 

42. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 4], wherein the method 
further includes an act of soiling at least the user created command and the standard command in 
a database based upon iheir priority prior to executing the at least one of the standard command 
and the user-created command. 
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